1 While in Ephesus (431), Nestorius and ten fellow-bishops wrote to the emperor about the bishops from Egypt and from Asia Minor: 'Scattering in the market place the partisans (στασιώτας) that were with them, they filled the city with confusion, going round our houses publicly, attacking our meeting and throwing it into confusion' , and Nestorius and his friends suggested that 'none of the clergy or of the monks' would be allowed to enter the council, in ACO I, 1, 5 (ed. Eduardus Schwartz, Berlin, Leipzig 1928) , 14. In a letter to the emperor, the oriental bishops gathered in Ephesus (431) wrote that they 'found the ecclesiastical affairs in total confusion and in a state of civil war' , and that 'Cyril of Alexandria At last and not without difficulty the villain's life has come to an end. … His departure has indeed delighted the survivors, but it may have disheartened the dead. And there is some fear that, burdened by his company, they may send him back to us.3
The Coptic bishop John of Nikiu, however, called him towards the end of the seventh century 'the holy Cyril' , 'the great star which lighted up all places by his doctrine, being clothed with the Holy Spirit' .4 In a tendentious description of the events, Edward Gibbon, the eighteenth-century English historian, paints Cyril as an ambitious man who develops into 'the Catholic tyrant of Alexandria' ,5 but in 1882 pope Leo XIII declared him a doctor ecclesiae. Although Cyril's writings cover ten volumes of Migne's Patrologia Graeca, his works are not to be found in the English translation of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers.6 Such 
